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soldier of long experience, was even more doubtful
than Peel as to the possibility of keeping the Irish
Catholic soldiers under the British flag if an insur-
rection, caused by the rejection of the Catholic claims,
were to .break out in Ireland. At a time much later
than that of Peel we have seen how, in the war
between France and Austria, large numbers of
Venetian soldiers in the Austrian service crossed
over on the very battle-field to the ranks of France
rather than fight for those who held them in sub-
jection, against those who promised to set them free ;
and in that case there was no religious question to
intensify the patriotic fervour of the Venetian soldier.
When we read the words in which Peel speaks of
O'Connell's candidature for Clare as having inspired
the serf of Clare with the resolution and the energy
of a free man, we must remember, in order to
appreciate the firm composure of Peel's judgment,
that it was the fashion of nearly all Tory politicians
at the time to treat O'Connell and his agitation with
utter contempt. The theory, even of many en-
lightened Englishmen just then, was that O'Connell
was simply a self-seeking and noisy impostor who
had succeeded somehow in setting the whole Catholic
population in Ireland mad.

This sort of idea is indeed a favourite theory
amongst men of strong prejudice and weak intellect
when any great constitutional crisis arises which is
distasteful to them and to their friends. It had been
applied to the French Revolution until the revolution
became too strong to be disposed of any longer by
the theory of an insane population ancl half a dozen